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And whoever desires other than Islam as religion - never will it be accepted 
from him, and he, in the Hereafter, will be among the losers. 


Aal-i-Imran, 85 


Updated by Selah Eddine on 13/07/1444 


Introduction 


Indeed the knowledge of Islam is very necessary, not only for non-muslims, but 
also for those who call themselves as Muslims, because we have a lot of 
different and contradictory religions, each one is named or considered as 
Islam. 


For example we have Sunnis and Shiites, two contradictory religions, each one 
has its own sources. belief, and books, and nevertheless each one is 
considered as islam. 


So we have a huge need to define what is Islam, and that is what | will do 
throughout the following axes 


e What does islam mean? 

e What are the basics of Muslim's belief? 
e What is islam in practice? 

e The pillars of Islam 


What does islam mean? 


Islam is derived from the verb Aslama, which means sallama, which can be 
translated by giving, submission and surrendering, hence islam means give 
himself to Allah alone without a partner, as Allah said: 


@er<A ~ 4767 4 4 7 7a var g 2 237 2- bev vz 77 gy a @4 av t Pad 
Approximate translation: 


And who is better in religion than one who aslama (gives or submits) himself to 
Allah, while being a doer of good, and follows the way of Abraham inclining 
toward truth? And Allah took Abraham as an intimate friend. 


An-Nissa, 125. 

Definitions 

Muslim is someone who submits to Allah alone. 

Mushrik is someone who submits to Allah and others at the same time. 


So Islam is a decision to submit oneself to Allah alone without a partner, this 
submission must be voluntary, complete and exclusive. 


Voluntary submission 


This submission must be voluntary, because if you accept Islam by fear of 
someone, you aren't a totally submissive to Allah, this person that made youa 
Muslim has an authority upon you, and your submission to his authority makes 
you a Mushrik. Therefore it's impossible to be forced to accept Islam, and that 
is what Allah mentioned in His pee 


a 7 


US plasl Y al 3 dapll Hae ib ably oe ppl KK A 5. A Ge 5 SIFY 
ff oe ih 


Approximate translation: 


There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course 
has become clear from the wrong. So whoever disbelieves in Taghut and 
believes in Allah has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no break in 
it. And Allah is Hearing and Knowing. 


Al-Baqara, 256. 


To get a voluntary submission to Allah, you must be convinced that Allah sent 
down Muhammad with evidences, because if you accept Islam by imitation of 
your society, you aren't a true Muslim according to the previous verse and the 
following hadith, because by submission to your society you became a 
Mushrik. 
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Approximate translation: 


From Fatima, from Asmaa, she said: | came to Aisha and she was praying, so | 
said: "What is the matter with the people?" She pointed to the sky, while all the 
people were standing. | asked: "Is this a sign?" She nodded her head and said: 
"Yes". | stood until the darkness covered me, and | began to pour water on my 
head, then the Prophet (peace be upon him) praised Allah and thanked Him. 
Then he said: "There is nothing that | did not see except | saw it in my place, 
even Paradise and Hell. It was revealed to me that you are being tested in your 
graves, like the tribulation of al-Masih ad-Dajjal (the false Messiah), it is said: 
"What do you know about this man?" As for the believer or the one who is 
certain (| do not know which one Asmaa said), he will say: "He will say: "He is 


Muhammad, the Messenger of Allah, he came to us with clear evidences and 
guidance, and we responded to him and followed him. He is Muhammad, three 
times. It is said: "Sleep righteously, we have known you were Surely believe in 
him." As for the hypocrite or the doubter (1 do not know which one Asmaa 
said), he will say: "| do not know, | heard people saying something, so | said it." 


Sahih al-Bukhari, hadith 86. 


As you see, who said Muhammad is a messenger of Allah, because people 
around him say it, isn't a Muslim, only who understands the message that 
Muhammad pbuh has brought, and finds it clear evidences and guidance, and 
follows Muhammad is a true Muslim. 


Complete and exclusive submission 


Islam is also a complete and exclusive submission to Allah as Allah mentioned: 
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Approximate translation: 


Say, indeed my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying are for 
Allah, Lord of the worlds, No partner has He, and this | have been commanded 
and | am the first of the submissives. 


Al-An'am, 162-163. 


So all your life is for Allah alone, including your social life, political life, 
economic life, all of that is for Allah alone, only Allah is who commands and 
you obey. 


That implies that you aren't submitted to any authority except the authority of 
Allah, and that is what Allah emphasis by saying after the previous verses: 
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Approximate translation: 


Say is it other than Allah | should desire as a lord while He is the Lord of all 
things? 


Al-An'am, 164. 


Islam is the religion of all prophets peace be upon them, because all of them 
had come to invite their people to submit to their God Allah alone without a 
partner, and that is what we call Islam. 


Commonly we call Islam the religion sent down to Muhammad peace be upon 
him, contained in the Quran and Sunnah. 


What are the basics of Muslim's 
belief? 


WHAT 
ARE THE 
BASICS OF 
MUSLIM'S 
BELIEF 


SUBSCRIBE — 


By the permission of Allah now we will explain what is a Muslim convinced of, 
because the creed from the point of view of Islam, is conviction based on facts 
and evidences. 


Therefore by talking about what is a Muslim convinced of, we talk about the 
fondements of Muslim's belief, the basics of Muslim's faith: 


Iman in Allah 


The Muslim bases his conviction on fact that he and all the world, are 
creatures created by one creator called Allah in Arabic language, for one claire 
purpose, so we are belong to Him, and we live on His earth, under His sky, by 
His food, and everything we have is belong to Him, so logically and intuitively 
we must obeying Him alone without a partner, and that is what we call |man in 
Allah. 


When we accept what is previous, and we must to accept it, because no one of 
us dare claiming that he created himself, or created the earth, we must know 
that Allah sent to us several messengers with books and evidences that they 
are sent to us, the first one of them is our father Adam, and the last one is 
Muhammad, peace be upon all of them. 


The mankind was divided between submissives whom accept the truth that 
the messengers have brought, and recalcitrants whom refuse the evidences, 
and follow their desire, thereby we have two identities, a submissive, and a 
stubborn one, as Allah mentioned: 
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Approximate translation: 


It is He who created you, and among you is the recalcitrant, and among you is 
the believer. And Allah of what you do is Seeing. 


At-Taghabun, 2. 


So there is no difference between any Muslims, however their geography 
origine, however their languages, their skin's color, their age, all of them are the 
same, and no one becomes a Muslim until he loves them all, and manifests the 
brotherhood with them all, because when we became submissives we take off 
our old identity (ignorance Identity) however was it, national identity, tribe 
identity, racially identity, and we wear our new identity as believers, as 
submissives, who is Muslim is our brother, and who is stubborn is foreign to us, 
even if he is our biologically brother or father. 


This point is always misunderstood by non-muslims, they always consider that 
Islam is only the religion of Arabs, like Judaism is only for jews, however the 
truth is that Islam is the religion of all prophets and believers from Adam until 
the Last Day, and not all Arabs are Muslims. 


Iman in angels 


The Muslim is also convinced that there are the angels, Allah created them for 
doing some specific tasks, and only Allah knows how many are them. 


Among them Gabrielle who brings the messages of Allah to the messengers, 
and among them Azrael who is charged with death. 


Iman in Last Day 


The Muslim is also sure that there will be the Judgment Day, in which 
everyone will be compensated for his deeds in the worldly life, whoever was a 
submissive he will enter Paradise, and whoever was a recalcitrant he will be 
eternally punished in Hellfire. 


The Last Day is the day that Muslims work for, because the life in the Hereafter 
is an infinite life. 


Iman in fate 


The surrendered is also sure that nothing, no matter how good or evil, happens 
without Allah's permission, so he is always satisfied, because he knows 
perfectly well that Allah is Merciful, and that good is in what Allah has chosen. 


What is islam in practice? 


If we analysis the previous definition of Islam, we will find that Islam is a very 
deep decision, according which everything, however so small, or so big, is for 
Allah alone, and that's what Allah mentioned in: 
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Approximate translation: 


Say, indeed my prayer, my rites of sacrifice, my living and my dying are for 
Allah, Lord of the worlds, No partner has He, and this | have been commanded 
and | am the first of the submissives. 


Al-An'am, 162-163. 


So all your life is for Allah alone, including your social life, political life, 
economic life, all of that is for Allah alone, only Allah is who commands and 
you obey. 


That implies that you aren't submitted to any authority except the authority of 
Allah, and that is what Allah emphasis by saying after the previous verses: 
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Approximate translation: 


Say is it other than Allah | should desire as a lord while He is the Lord of all 
things? 


Al-An'am, 164. 


So in practice the surrendered (Muslim) must limit his sources of orders he 
receives, in Quran and Sunnah only, because Allah didn't send to us anything 
but Quran and Sunnah. 


That means the Muslim is not subject neither to the county law, nor the 
society law, nor even his own passion, and that's what makes practicing Islam 
difficult, because no one will easily accept rebelling against his law, hence the 
governing authority will torture, and persecute all who decided to surrender to 
Allah alone, and that what always happened with Muslims in the history of 
humanity. 


For example when the magicians of Pharaoh announced that they submit to 
the Lord of Moses: 
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Approximate translation 


And the magicians fell down in prostration, they said we have believed in the 
Lord of worlds, the Lord of Moses and Aaron 


Al-A'raf, 120-122. 


Pharaoh threatened them by torment as Allah told us in: 
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Approximate translation: 


Said Pharaoh you believed in him before | gave you a permission, indeed this is 
a conspiracy which you conspired in the city to expel therefrom its people. But 
you are going to know. | will surely cut off your hands and your feet on 
opposite sides; then | will surely crucify you all 


Al-A'raf, 123-124. 


Pharaoh threatened them because he perfectly knows that the magicians have 
broken his law by believing in the Lord of Moses, because believing in Allah 
means don't observe any law including the Pharaoh law except the Allah's law. 


Allah has told us in several times in Quran that the implementation of the 
decision of Islam is not easy, and need a lot of sacrifices and endurance: 


cells ial Sb o> > 353 all, LUI aca 5 or {oe Sul Je xt uy an Wat jl a ‘| 


2 3bee 


eB aN ed NN as ge ae Lal 
Approximate translation: 


Or do you think that you will enter Paradise while such [trial] has not yet come 
to you as came to those who before you? They were touched by poverty and 
hardship and were shaken until [even their] messenger and those who believed 
with him said: when is the victory of Allah? Unquestionably the victory of Allah 
is near. 


ee 214 


dyes fel 13) Roles o ey cpl ils Jip o vais erly tly on igh 1 Nols 
Schl gx Oy aay, 2 of Slghe pple UNIS perl 4 1G CL IY 


Approximate translation: 


And we will surely test you with something of fear and hunger and loss of 
wealth and lives and fruits but give good tidings to the patient who when 
disaster strikes them, say indeed we belong to Allah and indeed to Him we will 
return. Those are the ones upon whom are blessings from their Lord and 
mercy and it is those who are (rightly) guided. 


Al-Baqara, 155-157. 


because to be a slave to Allah alone means to be against all the world, hence 
all the world will fight you in all possible ways 


Your country will be the first who will fight you, because your Islam means 
breaking its law, therefore you will be put in jail. or you will evade in the 
countryside where you will not be under their authority. 


Your family also will be angry against you, because by your Islam you have 
broken your belonging to them, and your relationship with them from now on, 
is defined by what is Islam says. 


And only at this moment the previous verses will be fulfilled in you, and you 
can hope that you will be among the companions of Paradise. 


Certainly it's so hard to be fought by all the world, but Allah will give you the 
inner peace, tranquillity and happiness, because that's what He has promised 
who follows His revelation in: 
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Approximate translation: 
Said: descend from it all, being enemies to one another. And if there should 


come to you guidance from Me, then whoever follows My guidance will neither 
go astray nor suffer. 


Taha, 123. 


In the opposite side, If you refuse submitting to Allah by following His 
guidance, your life will be empty and so difficult, even though you have money 
and all you want, because you will never feel inner peace, so you will always be 
worried about the future, expecting the worst, and that is what Allah said in 
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Approximate translation: 


And whoever turns away from My remembrance - indeed he, will have a 
depressed life (difficult), and We will gather him on the Day of Resurrection 
blind, he will say my Lord why have you raised me blind while | was seeing? 
Allah will say, Thus did our signs come to you and you forgot them; and thus 
will you this Day forgotten. And thus do We recompense he who transgressed 
and did not believe in the signs of his Lord. And the punishment of the 
Hereafter is more severe and more enduring 


Taha, 124-127. 


In conclusion we can say that although practicing Islam is not easy, it is still the 
best way to live this life due to the inner peace and tranquility it brings, and of 
course it is the only way to avoid the severe torment of the hereafter. 


The pillars of Islam 


When the Messenger of Allah peace and blessings be upon him was asking 
about Islam, he replied: 


Islam is the testimony that there is no god but Allah and that the Muhammad is 
Messenger of Allah, establishing prayer, paying Zakat, fasting the month of 
Ramadan, and pilgrimage to the house of God for those who are able to reach 
it 


By the permission of Allah we will analyse this hadith in the following: 


The testimony that there is no god but Allah and Mohammed 
is the Messenger of Allah 


The testimony that there is no god but Allah means the announcement of not 
submitting to anyone but Allah and not hoping help from anyone but Allah, 
because the word “ilah” in Arabic language means who we submit to and who 
we ask help from. 


The meaning of the testimony that there is no god but Allah is contained in the 
verse: 


Approximate translation: 
It is to You alone we submit and You alone we ask for help. 
Al-Fatihah, 5. 


Submission to Allah alone, means following exclusively the Messenger of Allah, 
because no one came to us from Allah but Messenger of Allah peace and 
blessings be upon him. 


To validate your testimony, you have to be honest when you Say it, this means 
if you say this testimony but in fact you submit to others than Allah by 
following others than the Messenger of Allah peace and blessings be upon him, 
you aren’t yet a Muslim even you consider yourself as a Muslim. 


Therefore you have to be sure that you don’t follow anyone but the Messenger 
of Allah peace and blessings be upon him, by asking evidence from Qur’an or 
Sunnah upon all what is presented to you, because the Messenger of Allah 
didn’t bring anything but the Qur’an and Sunnah. 


This issue is very important, because a lot of people who think that they are 
Muslims, instead of following the Messenger of Allah, they follow their 
scholars under the pretext that what they teach them is extracted from the 
Qur’an and Sunnah, whereas in many cases that is not true at all, and if Allah 
wills | will return to this topic in the future articles . 


Establishing prayer 
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Prayer is the greatest form of after la decision of Islam, it is the biggest 
gift and honour that Allah gave the Muslim, because it is a direct meeting with 
Allah the Entirely Merciful the Especially Merciful, as the Messenger of Allah 

peace and blessings be upon him, told us in Sahih Muslim hadith number 395. 


This meeting is full of love and compassion, it starts by this conversation: 
The salve says: 
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Which means by the name of Allah the Entirely Merciful the very Merciful | 
began. 


All praise to Allah the Lord of universes. 


Allah replies: 


Which means: My slave has praised Me. 


The slave says: 


Which means: the Entirely Merciful the very Merciful. 
Allah answers : 

ste de 
Which means :My slave has complimented Me. 
The slave says: 
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Which signifies: the Sovereign of the Day of surrendering. 


Allah replies: 
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Which means: My slave gloried Me. 
The slave says: 
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Which means: we don’t submit to anyone but You, we don’t seek help from 
anyone but You. 


Allah replies 
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Which means: this is for Me and for my slave all he asked. 


The slave says: 
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Which means: 


Guide us to the straight path, The path of those upon whom You have 
bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those who 
are astray. 


Allah says: 
She bs gotely gated lee 
Which means: This is for my slave and for My slave what he asked. 


Then the slave listens to Allah by reciting some of Qur’an, then he bows and 
glories Allah, then he stands and praises Allah, then he prostrate and talk to 


Allah all he wants and asked Allah all he wants, then he sits and ask Allah again, 
then he prostrate again and talk to Allah as he wants, then he stands and do 
the same until his prayer finishes. 


As you Can see, prayer is the source of strength, tranquility and happiness 
because it is a meeting with Allah SWT, so every time the Messenger of Allah 
faces a problem he resorts to prayer. 


Paying Zakat 


The third pillar of Islam is the payment of zakat, and the word zakat in Arabic 
means purification, which is the payment of a certain part of the money, and 
this act purifies those who do it, because it frees him from the bondage of 
money, which is the main reason for many bad morals, and this act purifies 
society from the envy of the poor for the rich. 


Fasting Ramadan 


The fourth pillar of Islam is fasting in the month of Ramadan, in the month of 
Ramadan the slave overcomes the desire to eat, drink and have sexual 
intercourse from dawn until sunset. 


Fasting Ramadan brings a Muslim closer to Allah because the weaker the slave 
becomes, the more he turns to Allah, and vice versa. 


The richer a slave thinks, the more tyrannical he becomes, as Allah says 
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Approximate translation: 
Nay! Man is most surely inordinate, Because he sees himself free from want. 
Al-Alaq, 6-7. 
Pilgrimage to the House of Allah 


The last pillar of Islam is the pilgrimage to the house of God for whoever can 
reach it, on specific days of the lunar year, in the pilgrimage all Muslims from 
all over the world gather in the same place wearing the same clothes and 
saying the same words, which is: 


Which means: 


At your service, O Allah, at Your service, at Your service, You have no partner, 
at Your service, praise and grace are Yours and the kingdom is Yours, you have 
no partner. 


Hajj is full of meanings from which the unity of the Islamic Ummah, all Muslims 
belong to the same society, the Islamic community, as Allah Almighty stated: 
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Approximate translation: 


Your ally is none but Allah and [therefore] His Messenger and those who have 
believed - those who establish prayer and give zakah, and they bow [in 
worship]. 


Al-Ma'ida, 55. 


If you have any question, | will be very grateful to know it, just put it down in 
section comments or send it to via contact formula. 


